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48 EMPLOYEES TRAPPED AND
ILLED IN'N. Y. FAGTORY FIRE

NINE-TENTHS OF THE VICTIMS W

ERE GIRLS,

WHO, PENNED IN

WITHOUT HOPE OF RESCUE, EITHER JUMPED TO DEATH

OR WERE BURNED IN TH

Death Toll of Nearly 200 Taken in a
Bodies of Girls From Ninth a
Sidewalks to Vaults Below—
tory of New York City,

New York, March 25 —One hundred

and fifty perscns—nine-tenths of them |

girls from the East Side—were crusn-

ed to death on the pavements, smoth-
ered by smoke, or shriveled to a crizp
this afternoon in the worst filre New
York has known since the steam-
ship General 8locum was burned 1o
the water's edge Off North Brother':z
Island in 1904,

One hundred and forty-one bodies
had been removed from the ruins at
midnight, and seven of the forty in-
jured had died in hospitals, This, it 's
belleved, completes the list of dead,
most of whom are unidentified,

Grief erazed relatives besieged the
morgue as the bodies were laid out,

Nearly all, if not all, of the vic-
tims  were emplcyed by the Triangle
Waist Company on tue eighth, ninth
and tenth floors of a ten story lort
duilding at No. 23 Washington Place
on the western fringe of the down-
town wholesale clothing, fur and mil-
linery district. The partners of the
firm, Isaac Harris and Max Blanenlk,
escaped unscathed from the office on
the tenth flcor carried with them over
an adjoining roof, Blanck’s two young
daughters and a governess. There was
not an outside fire mupe on the
bullding™ "

How the firé started will perhaps
never be known. A corper on the
eighth floor was its point of origin,
pnd the three upper floors only were
swept. On the ninth floor fitty bodies
were found; sixty-three or more per-
sons were crushed to death by jump-

ing, and mope than thirty ciogged the

elevator shafts. The loss to property
will not exceed $100,000

Pedestrlans going home through
Washingten  Place to Washington
Square at ten minutes to five, were
scattered by the whiz of somethingZ
rushing through the air before them;
there was a horrible thud on the pave-
ment and a body flattened on th2
flags, Wayfarers on the opposite side
of the street shaded their eves against
the zetting sun and saw the windows
of the three upper floors of the build-
ing black with girls erowding to the
sllls, There were no fire escapes.

“Don’t jump; don’t jump,” yelled
tha erowd. but the girls had no al-
ternative. The pressure of the mad-
dened hundreds behind them and the
urging of their own feans were tod
strong. They began to fall to the
sidewalle in a terrible rain of flesh
and blood,

Four alarms were rung within
minutes, Before the engines could re-
apond, before the net conld be stretch-
ed, or the ladders raised, five girls
bad fallen from the eighth and ninth
floors s0 heavily that they broke
through the wery streets into the
vaults below. In an hour the fire was
ont; in half an® hour it had done its
worst, Probably the death list was
full in twenty minutes

The building stands on a corn2r
with exposure on two sides, but the
only fire escape was in the interior,
opening on a light and airshaft_ o
all there were seven exits—the sin-
gle fire escape, two freight eleva:
ters at the rear, two passenger ele:
vators in front and two stairways, All
0t them proved almost useless and
practically all who escaped, either
climbed to the rocf and soramblel
jhence to the roof of the building oc~
#ipied by the American Book Com-

15

#iny adjoining or fled in the first rush 'lea

®r safety before the crush and the

~ Bmoke grew too thick,

The building stands tonight = with
'.ldl w and barely scarred—rati-

E BUILDING,

Brief Space of Twenty Minutes—
nd Tenth Stories Break Through the
Most Sickening Spectacle in the His-

their whirring tables

cloth,
the air 1t-

machines, the
before them piled with flimsy
the floon littered with lint,

self full of flying infiammable dust.

The first rush of flame was almost an
explosion. Operators died in thelr
chaire, their lungs seared by inhaling
flame, Others were crowded into the
elevators shafts after the cars had
made their last trip, Still others were
pushed off the inadequate interlor fire
escape,

In such a horrible stream did the
bodies overflow from the windows that
the fire nets, strgtched by the first
company to arrive, were soon gorged
heyond capacity,

Twelve bodies weighted one net to
the bursting point, but the bodies kept
'on tumbling to the pavement, througn
meshes that could no longer support
them

When the ﬂrst breath of flame eurl-
ed over the edge of a plle of shirt-
Ling on the eighth floor, five minutes
before quitting time, hundreds were
in line before the cashier's window.

In the office buildings across Wash-
sngton Place, scores of men detained
beyvond office hours worked at their
desks, One of them saw a girl rush
to & window and throw up the sash.
Behind her danced a secthing curtaits
of yellow flame, &he climbed to the
gill, stood in black outline against the

light, hesitating, then with a last
toueh of futile thrift, slipped her
chatelaine bag ovér her wrist and

jumped. Her body went whirling down
threugh the woven wire glass of a
canopy tc the flagging helow, Her
sisters who followed flamed through
the air like rockets

It was elghty-five feet from

eighth floor to the ground,
ninety-five feet from the ninth floor,
f15 feet from the cornice of the roof
and the wpward rush of the draught
and the crackle ¢f the flames drown-
'ed their cries.
Six girls fought their way to a win-
idow on the mninth floor over the bod-
ies of fallen fellow ‘workers and
nerawled out in single file to an eight
inch stone ledge running the length of
the building. More than a hundred
oot above the sidewallk they crept
mlong their perilous pathway to 4%
winging eieciric feed wire, spanning
‘Washington Place.

The leaders paused for their com-
panions to cateh up at the end of tha
'Iedg'e and the six grabbed the wire
rsimultaneously. It snapped like rotten
whip cord and they crashed dowp to
hdeath.

A thirteen-year-old girl hung for
three minutes by her finger tips to Lhe
hsﬂl of a tenth floor window. A tongue
pf flame licked at her fingers and she
dropped into a life net held by the
firemen Two women fell into the
net at almost the same moment, The
strands parted and the three were
added to the death list, A girl threw
her pocketbook, then her hat, then her
furs from a tenth story window, A
moment later her body came whirling
after them-—to death.

At the ninth flood window a man
and a woman appeared.

The man embraced the woman and
kissed her. Then he hurled her to
the street and jumped. Both of them
were killed. Kive girls smaghed a
pane of glass, dropped in a struggling
tangle and were crushed into a shape-
jess mass. A girl on the eighth floor

leaped for a fireman's ladder, whieh
reached only to the sixth floor She
missed, struck the edge of a life net
and was picked up with her back
breken, From one window a girl ot
about 13 years, a woman, a man and | heen
two women with their arms about one
another threw themselves to the
ground in rapid succession. The lit-
tle girl was whirled to the New York
Hospital in an automobile, She
screamed a8 the driver and a police-

man lifted her into the hallway. A
m came out, gave one

th2
about

her face and touched her wriat,
“She is dead,” he said.
One girl jumped into a horse blan-
ket held by firemen and policemen,

The blanket ripped like cheese cloth
and her body was mangled almost be-
yond recognition. Another dropped
into a tarpaulin held by three men.
Her weight tore it from their garsp
and she struck the street, breaking
almost every bone in her body, Al-
most at the same time a man somer-
saulted down upon the shoulder of a
policeman holding the tarpaulin,
glanced off, struck
was picked up dead,

Within the building & man on the
gight floor staticned himself at the
door of one of the elevators and with
a clob kept back the girls who had
stampeded to the wire cage, Thirty
were admitted to the car at a time.
They rushed down as fast as possi-
ble,

The call for ambulances was follow-
ed by successive appeals for police un-
til 500 patrolmen arrived to cope witn
a crowd numbering tens of thcusands
—a mixture of the morbidly curious
and of half crazed relatives and
friends of the vietims. A hundred
mounted policemen had to charge the
erowd repeatedly to keep it baelk.
lLed by Fire Chief Croker, a squad

the sidewalk and

(jof firemen stormed the stairways and

gained access to the bullding at 7
o'clock. T'wo searchlights from build-
ings oppcsite lighted the way of the
Hirefighters as they ascended to top
floors  Fifty roasted bodies were found
on the ninth floor They lay in every
possible posture, some 30 charred that
recognition was impossible, A  half
fdozen were nude, with the flesh hang-
fing in shreds to_the bones.

Women with their hair burned
away, with here and there a limb
burned entirely off and the charred
stump visible, were lifted tenderly
from the debris, wnapped in oil cloth
pnd lowered by pulleys to the street,

Across the street there rested on
the sidewalk a hundred mpine coffins;
into which were placed the hodies. As
fast as this was done the coffins were
carried away in any kind of a vehicle
that eculd be pressed into service to
the morgue at Belevue Hoapital and
to the Charities Pier morgue, opened
for the first time since the Slocum
horror.

One hundred and six bodies had
been taken from the building and
twenty injured had been removed io
BSt. Vincent Hospital at 10 o'clock. O
these, bore them down two flights e
Others not expected
live through the night. Three of the
five women taken to Bellevue Hospi-
tal died soon after admittance there,

On the tenth floor of the building
adinining tha horning stroctore is the
law department of INew York Univer-
sity, Here twenty odd students were
listening to a lecture by Frank H.
Sommer, former sheriff of Easex
county, New Jersey, He saw the
smoke and saw the girls trapped on
the roof. He led his class to the roof
of the university quarters, where they
found two ladders. The boys seized
these, bore then down two flights "o
the roof of an intervening building,
swarmed out of the windows and
raised Yhem to the roof of the burn-
ing structure. Forty girls were brought
down to safety.

iHyman Mescher, a cutter, slid down
the ele\rator,cs.me ten stories and was
found alive at the bottom, smn‘iing
in water np to his arm pits. His
hands were lacerated, his forehead
was cut, but otherwise he was un-
hurt.

Just how many trips were made by
the elevator men will probably never
be known There are many reports of
herolsm at the elevators, but it was
impossible tonight to learn if the 1sts
were operated to the last possih'e
moment,

City officials announced tonight
that the usual rigid Investigation which
follow disaster will be instituted at
once. Chief Croker said:

“This calamity iz jugt what 1 have

been predicting, There were no out-
side fire escapes on this building. |
have been advocating and agitating
that fire escapes be put on buildings

tance, were H s )

!’iﬁo is due to this neglect”

The police say that today's fire is
hﬂ:&uumﬁtnmm}ﬁu

He |

such as this. This large loss ot

they said occurred in the shirtwaist
The others were trifiing.
The factory is said to be the worst ‘n
the
several

factory.

which operators struck during
widespread shirtwaist strike
months ago.

By

shirtwaist opepators who have perish-

todtay’'s disaster the total of

ed in New York and vicinity recent-

ly is raised to nearly two hundred,
Not many weeks ago 25 girls met
death under somewhat similar efreum.

stances in Newark, N_J.

Max Blanck, one of the proprietors

of the Triangle Waist Company said
tonight :
“How or where the fire started 1

have no idea, There was no explo-
sion, of that I am sure. We who es-
caped by the roof saw nothing of what |
happened below us. Probably we were
the last persons to get out of the
building alive,

“l can't undarstand how the people
on the eighth floor cowld not have es-
caped had they not been thrown into

a panic. They could have made their
way out by the fire escapes in the
rear. This means of rescue, how-

ever, was cut off from those on the
ninth and tenth flcors by the flames.”
Blanck sald he feared that his eouns-
ins, Jacolh Blanck and Dina Lifshitz,
were among the victims of the fire
They were emploved on the floors be-
low the offic and tonight no word as

to their safety had been recelved.
N S ik se fe eea 3

DISCUSS TICK PROBLEM,

cautionary Measures,

Jackson, Miss.,, March 24.—An exe-
cutive meeting of the live stock sani~
tary beard called the “tick commis-
sion"” for the reason that the eradica-
tion of the Texas fever or cattle tick,
is the most important and most dif-
fieult problem confronting the body,
was held in the office of the commis- |
sioner of agriculture today. 'There
were present Governor Noel, Commis-
stoner  Blakeslesa, ‘Attorney  (jenera]
Hudson J, M, Aldrich, of Michizan
City, and Prof. W. L. Hutchinson, sec-
retary ex-officia. There were a num-
ber of routine and executive matiers
considered, accounts allowed and the
work reviewed, all of which showed
progress. There was some consider-
able discussion of the proposition that !
the board all of from its contingent
fund a ocertain amount to be used
in defraying the cost of getting out
the de[mrtment of agrienlture builetin,
a most usel'lu publication, formerly
gotten out each month, but whieh had
to he discontinued and instead Tun-
ning out the publication bi-monthly,
owing to lack of funds QGovernor Noel
was Impressed with the importance of
this system, though he had some
doubts as to whether it was In ac-
cord with the legislative intent.

Commission Blakeslee atated that
there could be no doubt of the facl
that the bulletin would be continued,
even if it is necessary to accept the
funding offers of a number of baniks
large supnly houses throughout
the atate, who recognize the great
wtility and benefit acceruing to the
farmers generally and fhe amount
of practical matter which is compiled
within its pages from month 10
month,
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ORE PLANT BLOWN UP,

Dynamiters Destroy $200,000 Plant
Near Cleveland,

Cleveland, O., March 25.—~Unknown
vandala tonight dynamited the new
iron ore handling plant of the Erle
Rallroad at Nort Randall, a suburb of
(leveland. The dynamite was user on
the ore bridge of the plant, which was
destroyed with an estimated loss of
$200,000,

The plant was Only recently com-
pleted at a cost which is sald to be
about $1,000,000 and had been In ope-
ration only a few days.

There is no clue to the miscreants
and General Superintendent H_ .
Dunkle of this division of the Erie
gays that bloodhounds will be nsed
trylng to run them down,

CHICAGO UNIVERSITY WINS,
— ! .

Chicago, March 25 —The University
of Chicago carried off first honors in
the first annual western Inter-colle-
glate indoor track meet tonight, gain-
ing a total of 36 poinis. University ot

}lmssudur to the United States,
ibe the

Live Stock Sanitary Board Talks Pre- | y,..,,.q)

Vera Estanol,

Aerfor no hint

NEW GABINET
FOR MEXIGO

DE LA BARRA 1S NAMED TO SUC-
CEED CREEL, MINISTER OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

Other Members Selected, But Not Yet
Appointed—Gen. Reyes May be
Recalled From France for Cab-

inet Position,

Mexico City, March

Leon De La Barra, the Mexican am-

25 —~Francisco

will
sucoessor of Enrique €, Creel,
minister of foreign affairs In the new
Diaz cabinet. mem-
her of the cabinet publiciy
known tonight and his appointment
has not been announced officially,

It is conceded that Ives 14-
mantour will remain as minister of
finance, Four other members have
been chosen, but the official an-
nouncement of none will he made un-
til Monday,

These selected are

Demetrio Sodi, judge of the SBu-
preme Court, minister of justice, suc-
ceeding Justino Fernandez; Norberto
Dimanguez, postmaster general, de-
partment of communications, suceeed-
ing Senor Leandro Fernandez;
Marroqui, wel]l kpown eivil

This is the only
new

Joge y

fengineer, department of fomento, ste-

ceeding Olegario Molin and Jorge
an attorney minister
of education, succeeding Justo Sicrra,
8o far as official announcement ot
the personnel of the new cabinet 13
concerned, Mexico City is as ignorant
tonight as it was yesterday. Until Ja‘e
this afternoon officials at the state de-
partment expected to be able to glve
out the names of the men appointed,
but at 7:30 tonight it was stated that
the administration would make wo-an-
ncuncement whatever before next
weelk.

It is barely possible that at that
time changes may be made in the list
of those now selected,

For the departments of war and in-
has been given as to
their incumbents,

General B«rnarfh Reyes, now In
Italy, who by many 'was believed to
be slated for the post of secretary of
war and marine, is returning to Mex-
deo, but net to serve in that capacity,
‘According to a high authority he will
return to serve in the army. The gen-
eral some time ago offered his serv-
ices to his country and tonight it was
stated that his offer had heen accept-
ved. To just what service he will be
appointed is not known, but it is as-
wumed that he will take an active
part—possibly the command before in
the campaign against the rebels in tne
north, With the exception of Genera!
Diaz himself there is no man in Mex-
jco whom the 'Mexican people credit
with greater military genius than
fieneral Reves, and it is believed the
mere knowledge of the fact that ne
isto be sent into the field will do
much to break the spirit of the revo-
lution,

"‘With the changes in the cabinet re-
forms will be enacted, it is currencly
reported, which will Include changes
in the electoral system, effective suf-
frage in the election of state gov-
erncrs, and a reformation of the pow-
ers of the jefes politicos, It is sail &
full program of these reforms will le
given in the president's message oD
next Saturday at the opening of con-
Eress.

That the administration’s poliey of
reforms now has an excellent chance
of being carried out successfully, 18
currently believed and it is as widely
believed that there will be no altera-
tion in its attitude towards the rebels
so far as the war is concerned; that
the fighting begun by Madero and hi#
followers will cease only when the
initiative is taken by the rebels.

The action already taken by the ad-
ministration and the reforms proposed

d not to be intended as conces-
sions to the insurrectos.

“I hope and earnestly trust that tte
present difficulties wi!] scon be solved
in the best interests of the counntry
and to the satisfaction of all reason-
able and patriotic citizens,” sald Jose
Yves [Limantour today Mr. Limau-
tour insisted that he be quoted as 2

Tllinols was second, with 33 points,
and Minnesota ‘nird with 14 points,

fourth place, with. ten. points, and

mumwmmm of wmh
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private citizen, saying that pendiug
nno goBuginibis .tm &hr Smith m
Purdoe and Wisconsin tiqlhr mulammm | on &
recrnits. He will

“1 feel &ltlmmmm'ﬁ]
mmamt ph- on the

iprepared to take such measures and
Jmplant such reformis as will satisfy
fhe best public opinlon of the ecoun-
iry, and that while meeting force with
force, it will leave nothing undone in
circumstances to unite al)
A united

the present
wood Mexicans, Mexico 18
our watchword,

“l ask all patriotas and pregressive
Mexicans to bhe patient and while the
government Is working at the proo
lems before it, that they practially
display the love of the fatherland,
which has been, and must be the basie
principle of Mexico's proud position in
the world, The putting aside of all
personal resentmentis is lmperatively
demanded and a common cause to
overcome a national difficulty is a ne-
cesalty. If the citizens and friends will
continwe to prove their devotion to
the glorious past and promising future
jof this nation, in a brief time ail the
complexities can readily be overcome,
“The Mexiean people and the gov-
ernment’s friendly to us must belleva,
and [ say this in all solemnity of
verity, that the government is8 deter-
mined to properly and progressiveiy
watisfy all legitimate demands for re-
formative measures and that it Is do
dng this In its lina of duty as a rep-
resentative government, honestly, sin-
cerely and fearlessly.”

Of the men leaving the cabinet,
none is better known to Americans
Lthan Enrique €. Creel, the retiring
minister of foreign affairs, both on ac-
count. of his having filled the post of
ambassador to Washington and be-
cause of his dealings with Americans
in the state of Chihuahua while serv-
ing as its governor, To this Mr, Creel
said that he was leaving the cabinet
with the mtmost good wiil towards
(General Diaz and his erstwhile con-
ferees and that in the future he wouid
gerve his country with all the strength
of his patriotism whether in an offi-
cial or a private capacity,

Revolutionists Arrested.
Del Rio, Tex, March 25 -—-Charged
L with setling on foot a military expe-
dition against Mexico 23 revolution-
i8ts, two of them Americans, arrested
last night in Sanderson, were placed
in the Del Rio jail this evening in
defanlt of $1,000 bond fixed by United
jStates  Commissioner Garner, The
leader of the expedition, I, A. Gua-
jardo, was Iimmediately released on
ball. He is & man of intelligence and
was formerly jefe politico at Mequez,
Fservﬂl in the federal congress and the
Choahuila legislature, Officers who
made the arrest say Guajardo is to be
general of the revolutionary forces
cf Coahuila,
Twenty-five thousand rounds of am-
munition, 56 guns, 12 horses and $300
worth of provisions were captured
with the men.
The courtroom was crowded all the
afternoon during the trial of the a!-
leged revolutionists and there is con-
siderable excitement as sympathy s
intengely In favor of the revolutionasts
An attack on Las Vaces, opposite
here, is expected tomorrow,

Were Not Executed,
Washington, March 25.—The report
that John Hamilton Dignowitty and
three other Americans had been exe
cuted is untrue. American Consul Ed-
wards at Juarez, who has been In-
atructed by the state department lo
investigate the report, telegraphed
this information today,

De LaBarra Promoted.

Washington, D, C., March 25.—Fran-
visco De LaBarra, Mexican ambassa-
dor to the United States, was today
named minister of foreign affairs of
the Mexican cabinet by President
Diaz. Senor De MLaBarra has tele-
graphed his acceptance of the port-
follo to Mexico City.

GUILTY OF MURDER.

San Antonio, Tex., March 25.— U,
C, Bethea, charged with the killing of
J. H. Head, at Rockdale January o
last, was this afternoon, in the Thir
ty-seventh district court, found gullty
of murder in the second degree and
sentenced to fve years in tbo pent-
tentiary,

The jurr had been since mternw
afternoon considering the case and
it was thought to have disagreed.

ON SCOUTING EXPEDITION.

Ult}o Rock, Ark.. lhl'ch 25 —Act-
ing upon orders from the ad.'.uwlx
general of the Unnul ‘States
Maj. B. C. Ewing,

SEVEN DEAD
EIGHT HURT

YULLMANS ON ATLANTIC COAST
LINE PLUNGED INTO ALA-
PAHA RIVER,

Seven Passengers Killed and Eignt B
Seriously Injured—Engine Passes :
Safely Over—Bodies Taken i

to Tifton, Ga,

Tifton, Ga,, March 25.—In one of the
worst railread disasters ever known N

in the South Atlantic states, elght
persons were killed and more than a
dozen injured when train No, 95, e
known as the Dixie Fiyver on the At-
lantic Coast Line and running be-
tween Chicago and Jacksonville, Fia.,
went through a trestle over the Ala-
pha River, 18 miles east of here early
this morning,

Tonight but one body, that of John
T, Watson, of Landa, Wyo, remainedt
in the cars in the river. Had it not
\been for the wreck, Watson wonld
have been a bridegroom today. His
sweetheart, Miss Risie Shipley, of Pa-
sadena, Cal, who was on the train
with him and to whom he was to have
deen married in Jacksonville tomor-
row, remained at the wreck through
the day and night, watching the ef:
forts of the rescuers to recover WIt'
son's body.

The revised list of the dead and
injured follows :

O, F. Bonwart, Henderson, Ky,

W. W, Culpepper, Tifton, Ga,

Mra. W, D, Fletcher, Rowland, lll. .
John T, Watson, Landa, Wyo, «
J, P. Woodward, express messenger,
Wayceross, Ga, B
‘IC. J. Parvell, conductor, Savannah,
Ga. e
Luecius Ellis, fireman, " and Allwt
Bimmons, MM&-«M 31
Waycross, Ga. - ¥ -
Injured: -

J. E. Powell, bﬂmtﬂ' M
sonville, Fla,

J. P. Klein, wite and child, &
Louis, Mo,
Father and mother bmilﬂl ﬂl
child scalded.
Peter Gerlofs,
bruised, .
Nick Vandermelon, Grand
Mich,, bruised about head -uﬁ n

Holland, Micn,,

Jv T. Perkios, Catth
'bmhed,
J. E. Greene,
bruised.
Late tonight It was stated M the
wreck had been thoroughly exami
gnd the death total will not be in-
creased as all passengers had been ac-
rounted for,
The wounded have been removed (o
the Atlantie Coast Line Honﬂtal at
Waycross,

The bodies of the dead mﬁ'
moved o ‘Tifton, ;

sleeping passengers wman
the engine suddenly m;g
midway of the trestle, ;
The locomotive never left the ti
The trestle is about a half ﬁh
Hut the river was low and ﬂw
of the accident was nﬂ
fifty yards across, T
The express and hagg
day coaches and one Pu
piled i an lndum
center of the lu'nll,

Emperor Mll
President "fllt
e

‘Wnohhstnn.’ March

oresident’s expressions d
and friendship toward .
the Japan IlllMd :
several days ago. Baror |
at the White -ﬂwn' tﬁ
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